
As we leave the celebrations of All Saints Day and Bonfire 

Night behind us, November is a time when our thoughts 

turn to the coming Christmas. For many of us the first sign 

of Christmas is Advent, usually in the form of calendarsð 

hopefully chocolate! - for the youngsters among us. 

ADVENTðA TIME OF 
PREPARATION 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴǘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ  Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨŎƻƳƛƴƎΩΦ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǳǊǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ 

!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 5ŀȅ όол bƻǾŜƳōŜǊύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

оǊŘΦ 

tǊŀŎǝŎŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ 

ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ ǿǊŜŀǘƘΣ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ŘǾŜƴǘ Řŀƛƭȅ 

ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǩƴƎ ǳǇ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
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¶ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ тǘƘ тΦмрǇƳ  

 t// aŜŜǝƴƎ 

¶ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ уǘƘ мǇƳ 

 /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ [ǳƴŎƘ 

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅ мнǘƘ млΦолŀƳ  

 wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ  {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ  

¶ CǊƛŘŀȅ мтǘƘ п-сǇƳ  

 aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅ нсǘƘ млΦолŀƳ  

 hƴŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

¶ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ олǘƘ млŀƳ   

 a¦ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ CƛǊǎǘ 

 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀǘ  {ǘΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ 

ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴōƻȄΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎubscribe to  

óDates for Your Diaryô on the 

website   

www.stgabrielspopley.net    

BUT WHAT IS ADVENT? 



Dear Friends 
�-�H�V�X�V���K�H�O�S�V���X�V���W�R���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�P.. 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊǝŜǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘƻǊƳ 

ƻŦ мфут ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢± 

ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ 

IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ hǇƘŜƭƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōŀǧŜǊƛƴƎ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘǎ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ 

ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

ŘƻƴŜΤ LΩƳ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƭŜǇǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ 

ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻũ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΗ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ Ŧƻƭƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ 

ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎƭȅ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊƻŎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƛƪŜǎ ƳŜ ƛǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 

ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΗΩ  

²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ 

ŀǊŜΗ LǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƻƊŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ 

ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ƻǳǊ 

ŬƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 

ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 

ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΚ 

hŘŘƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǇŀƴƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 

ǊŜŀŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ōŜƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƛǊǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǿŀȅǎ ς ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǎŜŜƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ 

ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ  

{ǘΦ aŀǊƪ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǎŜŀ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΣ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ-ƘǳƭƭŜŘ ŬǎƘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƛǘǎ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƭŜ ŬǎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǘ ǎŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǿƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜǎ ŎǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ς ŀƭƭ ǎƻ 

ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΦ  

.ǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǾŜǎ 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǿƻƪŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǇŀƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ 

ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǎǝƭƭΗ 

WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƻƪŜ 

ƘƛƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎΗ LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǾŜǎǎŜƭΤ tŜǘŜǊΣ WŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 

ŬǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΗ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ 

ƛǘǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǊƻŎƛƻǳǎ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǾŜǎ 

ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ нлƊ ƛƴ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳȅ 

ǿŀǾŜǎ ǇƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 

ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ¢ƛǘŀƴƛŎ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ Ŧŀǎǘ 

ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΗ  

²ƘŜƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǿƛƭŘƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ [ƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǿŜ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǊŜŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΣ 

ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜ 

ƴƻǝŎŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ 

ƘƛƳ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƴƛŎΦ  

hƊŜƴ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ 

WŜǎǳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǘ όƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜύ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ 

ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΤ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

ŀǿŀȅΣ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ 

ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇŀƴƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘƻǊƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƊŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ 

ōǊŜŀǘƘŜǊ ς ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŀŎŜ ς ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƳŜŘ 

Řƻǿƴ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ 

ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŜǊǊƛŬŜŘΦ  

 

¸ƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ  

!ǊǘƘǳǊΣ  

±ƛŎŀǊ ƻŦ {ǘΣ DŀōǊƛŜƭΩǎ 


